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Safeguarding

The welfare of individuals and their leaders is paramount.

Each church or organisation will have its own safeguarding

policy which needs to be strictly observed. 

If you are intending to use these resources in groups online,

then please be aware of any online safeguarding policies or

protocols.

If you are in any doubt, please contact the person in your

church who is responsible for safeguarding in your own Parish

or, if you are still unclear, your Diocesan Safeguarding

Adviser.



A bit of background
In this small group study we will be focusing our attention on the

correspondence that Paul had with the Corinthian church. 

Paul is sending this letter to them to both challenge and 

encourage them. 

 

There are divided opinions about where Paul wrote this letter from.

It is a common belief that Paul had already left Ephesus when he

was writing 2 Corinthians and was probably in Macedonia.

 

Paul has had a challenging relationship with the church in Corinth,

and so if you read 1 Corinthians, you will see that he takes a much

sterner tone with them than the one you find in 2 Corinthians. 

 

It is believed that a group of people went to Corinth after one of

Paul's initial visits to challenge his teachings and cause trouble.

 

It is thought that Paul is writing 2 Corinthians after what is believed

to have been a more positive report from Titus, that his more stern

letter from 1 Corinthians has had some positive effect.

 

Paul challenges the church about their continued giving as he

wants to ensure that they take care of the poor and live a faithful

Christian life. Living this way would have been very counter-cultural

for most. 

 

As we spend the next four weeks in these chapters, we would

encourage you to find helpful study notes about Paul's missionary

journeys and the history and biblical text surrounding them.

 

 

 



Welcome to our Exploring Generosity

Small Group Study
 

Over the next 4 weeks, we will spend time observing the stories

we find in scripture on generosity, specifically in 2 Corinthians.

We will be encouraging you to find space and time to reflect on

those passages. 

 

You will also find discussion prompts to help you discuss your

observations with the other members

 of your small group or huddle.

 

Finally, each week we will encourage you to 'make a plan' to

action what you feel and think that God is revealing to you.

 

There are three themes that run throughout this resource 

GRACE, GRATITUDE & GENEROSITY

 

We hope that these three themes provide a helpful context as

we all look at what living generously means. 

 

We hope you find this process fruitful.

 

GRACE

GRATITUDE

GENEROSITY



Week Receiving God's Generosity

2 Corinthians 8: 1-7 

 

 

"We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God

that has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; for during a

severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme

poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For, as

I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even

beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in

this ministry to the saints— and this, not merely as we expected; they

gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, so that

we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he

should also complete this generous undertaking among you. Now as

you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost

eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this

generous undertaking."

 

 -  2 Corinthians 8: 1-7 , NRSV

 



Observe 
As we read Paul's letter to the Corinthian church, he begins with an

acknowledgement of God's gift of grace. This will be the focus of our

study this week. As you continue to read this passage, look at the other

attributes that Paul mentions the givers have. What stands out to you

the most? Paul talks about how they exceeded his expectations, they

gave beyond their ability and this all started with grace.

Generosity, as we all know, is not only a financial offering. Just as God's

Grace is not only given to one specific area of our lives, it can cover and

overflow into many areas, so can generosity.

As we see in the passage the Corinthian church excelled in giving but

also in faith, speech, knowledge, and love. Again, this is an overflow of

the grace they had already received.

Grace has several meanings but it is always a free gift. It is a gift to

receive grace when you do not think you deserve it. Perhaps from a

loved one in their attitude towards you, or even a company you owe

money to for an outstanding bill. It is a gift to watch a graceful dancer

perform or to witness the outpouring of grace from one person to

another.

Grace is always a gift. It is a gift that is given, in this case from our

Heavenly Father. As with any gift, it is something we need to have a

thankful posture towards. As we move on to the reflection section of

this study, consider where you have most recently experienced or

witnessed grace.



Reflect 
Think about areas in your life where you have received grace or have

witnessed grace. How did you feel in that moment, were you relieved?

Did you gratefully receive it? Or was it a struggle to allow that grace to

be given and shown?

It can be a challenge to receive grace for ourselves, we can often be far

more comfortable extending it to others. As we explore grace it is

important to reflect on our own experiences and if we are able to

receive and give.

Take some time now to reflect on an experience of grace.

Where was it? Who was involved? And how did it make you feel?

Now let's think about areas of our own lives where we need to grow in

grace. Think about if you have grace for a specific person or group of

people? Is God prompting you to extend grace somewhere specifically

that might be more challenging to you?

Finally, has God given you the gift of grace for a specific task? Is there a

skill that comes easily to you that you feel you have been gifted?

GRACE

GRATITUDE

GENEROSITY



As we move to the discussion section of our study for this week, please

make room for all members of the group to share their thoughts and

feelings.

Discussion questions to get things started:

What stood out to you about the passage?

Is there an experience of grace that you can share with the group?

Do you feel God revealing anything new to you about generosity and how

it is linked to grace?

Discuss 



As you think about the week ahead and what God has been speaking to

you about, consider actioning something in your own life. Can you

extend grace to someone you know, someone in your family? Do you

need to extend grace to yourself?

Consider sharing this plan with one other person, maybe a member of

your small group. Next week check in with each other about how your

plan went. What else did God reveal to you through the gift of grace?

Prayer 
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for your grace, for the grace of

others in our lives, and for the gift that grace is to us all.  Help us as we

seek to live more like you, in thought, word and deed. Be with us this

week as we extend grace to others and ourselves and help us return to

your word for inspiration.  

In your name, we pray. Amen

Next steps 



Welcome back! We would love to begin the week with you sharing

how your week has been and how you have observed, received, and

given grace.  This week we will be focusing on the generosity we see

in Jesus and how we can be inspired through his example. 

 

2 Corinthians 8: 8-15

"I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of

your love against the earnestness of others. For you know the

generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for

your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become

rich. And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate for you

who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do

something— now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be

matched by completing it according to your means. For if the

eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—

not according to what one does not have. I do not mean that there

should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a

fair balance between your present abundance and their need, so that

their abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair

balance. As it is written,

“The one who had much did not have too much,

    and the one who had little did not have too little.”

 

 -  (2 Corinthians 8: 8-15 , NRSV)

 

Week Being inspired by the generosity of Jesus



Observe

As we read this week's passage we hear Paul reminding the Corinthian church

and us of Jesus' Grace gift to us. We are reminded of the ultimate sacrifice in

Jesus, who by giving up his position in heaven, became human to walk among us,

ultimately giving up his life on a cross. The ultimate sacrificial gift so we could

receive forgiveness, restoration and enter into a right relationship with him.

What a generous gift we have received through Jesus and what an exchange to

witness.  Let's read that verse again. 

"...For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was

rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become

rich.."

Think about this great exchange for a moment. He was God and yet he choose to

make himself vulnerable and enter the world as a child, knowing the plan all along

was to give up not only his position but his life.  When we think of the sacrifice

Jesus made for us, consider all that he gave up and reflect on things that you

have given up, what exchanges have you made, both good and bad?

As we continue to read and spend time in this passage, Paul wants to refocus the

Corinthian church and encourage them to continue on the journey they started. 

 As we mentioned on the background page, Paul has had a long relationship with

the church in Corinth and it has at times been a painful process. He is keen to see

them persevere in the good work they have started.  

This week we want to encourage you also to continue on the journey of

exploration you began last week as we seek to understand more fully how Jesus

lived his life and how we can model our own on his.



Reflect 

As we think about the great exchange that took place when Jesus

gave up his position and life, let's consider what it means to be both

rich and poor.  

What characteristics define these words and experiences? 

Paul's words and encouragement to continue in what has already

begun are challenging. We would encourage you to spend some time

reflecting and listening to see where the Lord is prompting you. 

This could be a physical, spiritual, or emotional journey you have

begun.

Is there an area in your life that you can identify that requires more

perseverance and consistency?

Consider what it means to model your life on Jesus as your example. 

What about Jesus' generosity, do you want to extend it to your own

life and those around you?

GRACE

GRATITUDE
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Discuss 

In your small group share what about Jesus and his life are you most

drawn to?

Discuss what you each thought of when you think of rich and poor.

Discuss what biblical generosity means to you.



Next steps 

As you consider the passage and your discussions from this week and

last, are there any actions you want to take as a response?

Consider sharing what your plans are with the others in your group and

begin next week's gathering by checking in with each other about these

plans.

Prayer 
Lord, we thank you that in Jesus we see a perfect example of living a

generous life, be with us as we seek to reflect you in our own lives and

actions. 

We pray that you will help us extend grace to ourselves and others. 

In your name, we pray Amen



2 Corinthians 9: 6-9

 

 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,

and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you

must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide

you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough

of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.

 As it is written,

“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;

    his righteousness endures forever.”

 

 -  (2 Corinthians 9: 6-9 , NRSV)

 

Week Delight in the act of generosity



This week we are jumping ahead to 2 Corinthians 9: 6-9 to look at

generosity encouraged. Please feel free to spend time reading the

passages in between if you would find it helpful.

This week we will be looking at our attitudes towards generosity and

what attitudes we see in the scriptures.

As you read the words that Paul writes, think about your attitudes and

those around you when it comes to generosity. What feeling comes to

mind when you think about giving and generosity?

Paul is very clear that we should give what we have decided in our

hearts to give and not to do it reluctantly or under compulsion. This is a

wonderful reminder that we need to have a balanced approach to

generosity, we should not give from a place of fear but a place of peace.

Paul challenges our attitude towards giving and prompts us to look

inward to our hearts. What can we observe in our own lives? What

thoughts and feelings emerge when we think of generosity?

Observe 



Reflect 

Do we have a positive attitude towards giving or do we give from a

position of scarcity or fear?

Let's spend some time reflecting on what your particular fears are when

it comes to giving? 

Do they arise from any experiences you or your household have had?  

In this week's passage Paul also mentions compulsion, contrasted with

cheerfulness in giving. That's an interesting contrast. What prompts

either of those feelings in us? 

How can giving be a joyful experience? There is a freedom in Paul's

approach, which contrasts with that sense of compulsion.

Again, this is not only financial generosity. How do you spend your time?

How do you use the skills and knowledge you have been blessed with? 

Do we find it easy to give our time but not our treasure?



As you enter a time of discussion in your small groups, discuss what a

generous life means to you.

Is there a person you can think of that has given generously to you?

(e.g. their time, attention, training, resources) 

What feeling did that promote inside of you? Did it make you feel

thankful?

Think about and discuss what areas in your life you would like to be

more generous in. Is there anything you can implement to facilitate

this change?

Use this space to write down any notes 

Discuss 



 

As you go into the coming week is there an act of kindness or

generosity that you can show to someone else?

Consider using some of the Generous June evaluation exercises that

will help you identify where you have been blessed and where you may

want to use those gifts and talents in your community, family and

church.

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that you delight in generosity and that it

is something we see modelled through your son Jesus. We pray that as

we examine our hearts and lives and look for areas where you are

prompting us to find joy and generosity, you will remind us of your grace

and the many gifts and talents you have blessed us with. Make it clear to

us how we can invest our time, talents and treasure to grow your

Kingdom and be lights for Christ.

Amen

Next steps 



As we begin our final week in our exploration of generosity

we wanted to end by looking at how all three themes are

connected together.

 

2 Corinthians 9: 10-15

 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and

multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your

righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great

generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the

rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but

also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of

this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the

gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and

with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the

surpassing grace of God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his

indescribable gift!

 

 -  (2 Corinthians 9: 10-15 , NRSV)

 

Week Generosity as an act of thanksgiving



Observe

As we read Paul's words at the end of this passage he draws us to the

connection between grace, gratitude and generosity. We read how our

generosity can spark gratitude in others. "…through us your generosity

will result in thanksgiving to God."

We are reminded of all that we have already received in grace "…

because of the surpassing grace God has given you." And finally, he

thanks God for all the gifts he has given, "Thanks be to God for his

indescribable gift."

The connection between these three actions is so important in our

understanding of generosity and how to live a generous life. We must

acknowledge that our actions do have an effect on others and how

they understand and experience God. 

We can only give freely and joyfully once we understand the full

breadth of what we have already received.  And in so doing, giving

thanks to God for those gifts is a key indicator of a truly generous life. 

GRACE

GRATITUDE

GENEROSITY



Reflect 

As you reflect on this passage and all the Lord has given you:

What do you want to take away from your exploration into generosity?

What attitude do you want to leave behind?

Use the space below:

I am taking away ...

I am leaving behind ...



Discuss 

If you feel comfortable, share with the other members of your group

what you are taking away and leaving behind.

Consider discussing what holds us back from living a generous life. Our

culture can often hinder our relationship to living generously, if we

have a  wealth in resources, time or finances we can often find

ourselves trying to hold on to them. In contrast living a generous life

can bring freedom to us in a powerful way. 

Pray for one another. 



Next steps 

As this study draws to a close we hope and pray this is only the

beginning of your exploration of generosity and what it means to live a

generous life.

We have a lot of resources on generosity and exercises you can use as

part of this process. Please contact generosity@sheffield.anglican.org

to find out more about how you can access them.

Thank you for joining us on this journey.

Prayer 
Father God, we thank you for you have already given us so much. We

thank you for the grace you have shown us in your scripture and through

your son Jesus' life. We pray that we will take away with us more of an

understanding of your heart and what it means to live a generous life,

overflowing with thanksgiving.

Amen
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